The American Association for Thoracic Surgery  by unknown
Announcements
The American Association for
Thoracic Surgery
Annual Meeting Notes
The Eighty-sixth Annual Meeting of The American Associ-ation for Thoracic Surgery took place at the PennsylvaniaConvention Center in Philadelphia from April 29 through
May 3, 2006, and attracted almost 4700 registrants from around
the world, including over 2700 professionals who registered for
five days of scientific sessions, research forums, and postgraduate
symposia. The Annual Meeting was recorded for Webcast presen-
tation, which is available for viewing and can be accessed through
the AATS site at www.aats.org
On Saturday, April 29, 2006, the AATS co-chairs Mark J.
Krasna, MD and John G. Byrne, MD opened the Eighth Annual
“Developing the Academic Surgeon—A Symposium,” presenting
to a record attendance of over 400 participants issues facing
cardiothoracic surgeons interested in pursuing a career in academic
surgery.
Sunday once again featured three specialty symposia co-spon-
sored by the AATS and the STS, all of which were highlighted by
distinguished faculty members. The General Thoracic Surgery
Symposium, chaired by Steven J. Mentzer, MD, attracted over 400
registrants; the Adult Cardiac Surgery Symposium, chaired by Gus
J. Vlahakes, MD, drew an audience of approximately 1100 sur-
geons; and the Congenital Heart Disease Symposium, chaired by
Erle H. Austin, MD, was attended by over 350. Also held on
Sunday afternoon was the annual C. Walton Lillehei Residents’
Forum sponsored by St. Jude, during which 8 residents made
outstanding presentations of their research efforts. The AATS
Cardiothoracic Residents Committee agreed that this year’s award
of $5000 be given to Jae Y. Kim, MD, of San Francisco, California
for his presentation of “Wnt Inhibitory Factor Inhibits Lung Can-
cer Cell Growth” and to Amir M. Sheikh, MD, of Durham, North
Carolina for his presentation of “Proteomics of Brain Injury in a
Neonatal Model of Deep Hypothermic Circulatory Arrest.”
On Sunday evening, the AATS hosted the annual Graham
Education and Research Foundation reception, honoring the 2006
Graham Education and Research Foundation awardees, as well as
the 2006 award recipients from The Thoracic Surgery Foundation
for Research and Education. The Graham Foundation awardees
were this year’s 54th Traveling Fellow, Ari Mennander, MD, of
Tampere, Finland and the John W. Kirklin Research Scholars,
Daniel Kreisel, MD, of Washington University and Christine Lau,
MD, of the University of Michigan.
Social events were very well attended, and the Association was
most grateful to Local Arrangements Chair Dr. Larry R. Kaiser. As
in past years, the social events schedule commenced on Sunday
evening with a well-attended Welcoming Reception in the Exhibit
Hall. Tuesday evening’s reception was held at the Franklin Insti-
tute. The Association extends its sincere thanks to Dr Kaiser for his
superb work in developing an interesting and exciting social pro-
gram.
Dr Richard A. Jonas presented his Presidential Address, “Re-
wards, Risks, and Responsibilities of Globalization for the Car-
diothoracic Surgeon” on Monday, May 1, 2006. Dr Jonas received
high praise from his peers for his insightful reflections on the
global challenges facing cardiothoracic surgeons in advancing the
field and training the next generation. This year’s featured speakers
included: Basic Science Lecturer H. Robert Horvitz, PhD, whose
presentation was entitled “Genetic Control of Programmed Cell
Death in C. elegens”; and Honored Speaker John P. Howe, III,
President and CEO of Project HOPE, who presented a talk on “A
World in Need: Lessons Learned in Medical Diplomacy—The
Project HOPE Perspective.”
On Tuesday morning, May 2, the Research Fora on General
Thoracic and Cardiac Surgery were conducted. Tuesday afternoon
saw the Association’s Twenty-ninth Annual Cardiothoracic Resi-
dents’ Luncheon, which was once again well attended. Over 200
residents had the opportunity to enjoy a stimulating discussion
with leaders in the cardiothoracic field. The second Academic
Leadership luncheon hosted by the leadership of the Association
for new members provided a forum to discuss openly the chal-
lenges and opportunities faced in everyday academic practices.
At its Annual Executive Session, the members of the Associ-
ation elected the following officers for 2006-2007: Bruce W. Lytle,
MD, President; D. Craig Miller, MD, President-Elect; Thomas L.
Spray, Vice President; Irving L. Kron, MD, Secretary; and Alec
Patterson, MD, Treasurer. Dr Richard A. Jonas succeeds Tirone E.
David to a one-year term on the Council, Dr. Valerie W. Rusch
was named to a four-year term, and Professor Walter Klepetko was
named to a three-year term on the Council.
There was an amendment to the Association’s by-laws, as
follows:
Section 3. The number of Senior Members shall be unlimited.
Active Members automatically advance to Senior Membership at
the age of seventy years or upon request after the age of sixty-five.
In addition, a younger Active Member may be eligible for Senior
Membership by petition to and approval by the Council.
Section 4. Active Membership shall be limited to seven hun-
dred.
The membership agreed with the Council’s recommendations
to:
1. authorize an Ad Hoc Workforce Subcommittee, chaired by
the Secretary, which would include STS representation to
oversee a jointly funded contract with the Center for Work-
force Studies of the AAMC to conduct a study entitled
“Assessing the Supply and Demand for Thoracic Surgeons
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through 2020.” A final report will be available for publi-
cation by the end of this year.
2. appoint Tirone David as Chair of a second free-standing
AATS course on heart valves to take place September 8-10,
2007.
3. authorize the co-sponsorship of three scientific programs
during the coming year, including the Cleveland Clinic
heart failure course this October, a Washington University
course on atrial fibrillation, and a Pittsburgh course on the
esophagus in 2007.
4. approve an agreement to sponsor and manage the 11th
Griepp Aortic Surgery Symposium in New York City in
May of 2008.
5. establish the Norman E. Shumway Research Scholarship in
honor of Dr. Shumway, who served as the Association’s
President in 1986-87.
6. authorize $50,000 in support of the educational efforts of
the Thoracic Surgery Directors Association.
7. upon recommendation of the Editorial Search Committee,
select Dr Larry Cohn of Boston to succeed Dr. Wechsler as
Editor of the JTCVS on January 1, 2008 upon completion
of Dr Wechsler’s term.
8. charge the Publications Committee with codifying a con-
flict-of-interest policy for the Editor, Associate Editors,
Editorial Board members, and reviewers of articles for the
JTCVS.
9. agree to provide accommodations for five nights during future
annual meetings of the Association for three representatives
from the Thoracic Surgery Residents Association.
10. authorize staff to take the steps necessary to digitize all
annual meeting programs of the Association since its
founding in 1917 and to see to the development of a
permanent archive for the Association’s records.
11. concur with the recommendation that the activities of the
Committee for Coordinating Education in Thoracic Sur-
gery (CCCETS), which produces the self-assessment ex-
amination (SESATS), be assumed by the American Board
of Thoracic Surgery.
12. agree to replace the Grantsmanship Symposium, which had
been preceding the Annual Meeting each year, to a stand-
alone session in Bethesda on March 2, 2007.
13. appoint Drs Larry Kaiser and James Kirklin to represent the
Association on the Board of the Thoracic Surgery Founda-
tion for Research and Education and pledge $100,000 in
support of their KO8 NHLBI award recipients in both 2005
and 2006.
14. agree to a three-year extension of the Association’s man-
agement agreement with PRRI to administer the business
activities of the Association.
15. sanction three senior authors who failed to submit their
manuscripts from their presentations at last year’s Annual
Meeting by preventing them from submitting their work for
consideration for publication in the JTCVS or for presen-
tation at the Annual Meeting for one year.
The Eighty-seventh Annual Meeting of the Association will
take place from May 5 through May 9, 2007 at the Washington
Convention Center in Washington, DC. The deadline for abstract
submissions is October 10, 2006, and all abstract submissions must
be electronic. As in past years, the abstract submitter will be
accessible through a link on the AATS website. The association
has reaffirmed its policy that work submitted for consideration by
the Program Committee for the Annual Meeting and/or publication
in The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery shall NOT
have been submitted previously for presentation and/or publica-
tion.
At next year’s Annual Meeting, the following new active
members who were formally elected at the Mat 1 Business Meet-
ing will be inducted into membership in the Association:
Active Members
James S. Allan, MD, Boston, Massachusetts
Constantine L. Althanasuleas, MD, Birmingham, Alabama
Eric G. Butchart, MD, Wales, United Kingdom
Gordon A. Cohen, MD, Seattle, Washington
Todd L. Demmy, MD, Buffalo, New York
Robert J. Downey, MD, New York, New York
Cornelius M. Dyke, MD, Gastonia, North Carolina
James I. Fann, MD, Stanford, California
Gregory P. Fontana, MD, Los Angeles, California
Gino Gerosa, MD, Padova, Italy
John R. Handy, Jr, MD, Portland, Oregon
George V. Letsou, MD, Houston, Texas
Michael R. Mill, MD, Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Sudish C. Murthy, MD, PhD, Cleveland, Ohio
Dao M. Nguyen, MD, Bethesda, Maryland
Jean-Francois Obadia, MD, Lyon-Bron, France
Jaishankar Raman, MD, Chicago, Illinois
Mark D. Rodefeld, MD, Indianapolis, Indiana
Andres J. Schlichter, MD, Buenos Aires, Argentina
Toshiharu Shin’oka, MD, Tokyo, Japan
Dominique Shum-Tim, MD, Montreal, Canada
Patricia A. Thistlethwaite, MD, PhD, San Diego, California
Ara A. Vaporciyan, MD, Houston, Texas
Terrence M. Yau, MD, Toronto, ON, Canada
Irving L. Kron, MD, Secretary
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